
Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting 
 

Monaco, 5 December 2015 

 

 

The Ordinary General Meeting was opened by the president, Bruno Crevato-Selvaggi, at 10:15. 
 

Having welcomed the members, the president discussed the recent acts of terrorism in Paris and 

confirmed that the world of philately is a world of passion and culture. As such, nothing can stop 

collectors from continuing their research and sharing their knowledge. 
 

Approval of the minutes of the 2014 Ordinary General Meeting 
 

The minutes of the 2014 Ordinary General Meeting, which took place in Paris in January 2015, 

were unanimously approved. These minutes were published in Trait d’Union 1 - 2015. 
 

President's report 
 

A minute's silence was observed in memory of four deceased academy members: Frans Danneels, 

Claude Gérard, Jean-Claude Meilland and John Yeomans. 

 

 - Resignations 
 

Eight resignations were handed in during 2015: Pierre Albuisson, Francisco Aracil, Henri Barbero, 

Gavin Fryer, Jean-François Gibot, Raymond Goebel, Burkhard Schneider and Iain Stevenson. 
 

 - Presentation of new members 
 

Three new members joined the AEP after the 2014 General Meeting in Paris. 

They are: Claes Arnrup, Jonas Hällström and François Thénard. 

François Thénard took the floor to introduce himself and ended as follows: "I am proud of the trust 

you have placed in me, and happy to be with you to experience the full diversity of the cultural 

world of philately."  

Three new "candidate" members were in attendance and became full members: Akthem Al 

Manaseer, Boris Esenkin and Takashi Yoshida. 

Two new members retained their "candidate" status: Yamil Kouri and Jean-Claude Vasseur. 
 

 - Awards 
 

Jørgen Jørgensen won the 2015 International Singapore Grand Prize and signed the Roll of 

Distinguished Philatelists. 

Michèle Chauvet won the Grand Prix Classe Champion at Notos 2015. 

Tony Virvilis won the FEPA medal. 

Henk Slabbinck won the Pratt Award from the Collectors Club of Chicago for his work Mail from 

the French Shore of Newfoundland. 

Opus 13 won a Grand Or medal at Notos 2015. 
 

 - Nomination 
 

Henk Slabbinck was named president of the Belgian Academy of Philately. 
 

 - 2015 activities 
 

The AEP's participation in the London 2015 Europhilex was a success thanks to Chris Hitchen and 

Peter Kelly for their organisation and to all of the speakers for their talks. 
 

The rule for new members was finalised. 
 



The publication exchange between the AEP and the Royal Hispanic Academy of Philately is 

running. 
 

The AEP ties are available in blue or red at a cost of €25. 
 

The president's report was approved unanimously. 
 

Treasurer's financial report 
 

Michel Letaillieur presented us with the operating account for the 2014 financial year which ended 

with a surplus of €7,477.96. 

There were no questions about the accounts. 

The president read the report from auditor Jacques Wils, which stated, "I am able to confirm that the 

2014 accounts are accurate and genuine. I would therefore ask you to approve them and give your 

agreement for the surplus recorded at the end of the financial year to be allocated to the Academy's 

funds. "  

The accounts were approved and the treasurer granted discharge unanimously, minus one 

abstention. 
 

Report from the editor of Opus 
 

The president thanked Guy Coutant for the work he had done for Opus and gave him the floor. He 

told us a bit about what to expect in Opus XVI which will be ready in the spring in time to be 

presented at the World Stamp Show New York 2016. The absolute deadline for submitting articles 

is 31 January 2016. 
 

Report from the editor of Trait d’Union 
 

The president thanked Jean Voruz for his excellent work on the AEP bulletin, which will continue 

to be published three times per year in French and English.  

Alessandro Agostosi continues to manage The European quarterly highlight. 
 

Speech by Andrey Strygin 
 

Andrey Strygin, president of the Russian Academy of Philately, took the floor to: 

 

- confirm the Rossica 2016 international exhibition in Berlin, from 20 to 22 May. This will be 

a competitive exhibition. Michel Letaillieur and Igor Rodin will be on the judging panel. 

- award a medal and certificate to Guy Coutant for Opus 14. 

- award a gift to Bruno Crevato-Selvaggi as a souvenir of the Russian Year in Monaco. 

- award a book on Russian drifting ice stations to Patrick Maselis. 
 

2016 activities 
 

- Wolfgang Maassen announced a philatelic exhibition in Bonn from 19 to 21 August at 

which the AIJP congress would be held. 

- Balkanfila from 5 to 9 May in Tirana, Albania. 

- Marc Bottu announced a national exhibition in Roulers (Belgium). 

- Bruno Crevato-Selvaggi confirmed the dates (4 to 6 November 2016) for the major event in 

Venice with the participation of the principal European philatelic associations. This event 

will consist of three parts: 

• a philatelic part for academy members with an exhibition, conferences and other 

philatelic activities, 

• an official part with the AEP's general meeting and the arrival of invitees. This 

general meeting will see the end of the president's mandate, 

• a social part with a tour of Venice and gala dinner. 



Chris King took the floor to suggest inviting postal authorities, auction houses and major 

merchants. 
 

A few ideas for 2017 
 

- Michel Letaillieur informed us that for the 90th anniversary of the Calais Philatelic 

Association, an exhibition will take place on 22 and 23 April 2017 at the Cité Internationale 

de la Dentelle et de la Mode exhibition hall, in partnership with the AEP, the Academy of 

Philately (Paris) and the Belgian Academy of Philately.                                                      

A two-day exhibition plus conferences on the Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. 
 

- Luis Frazao informed us of a proposed three- to four-day trip to the Azores in February-

March 2017 when, "the flowers are beautiful". Depart from Lisbon and return to Lisbon 

with an AEP meeting with PowerPoint presentations.                    

For once, it will be the philatelists who are accompanying their spouses. 
 

To finish, Serge Kahn took the floor to say a few words on the polar exhibition taking place at the 

moment as part of MonacoPhil 2015 and which has been extremely successful. He thanked the AEP 

and its president for the two Grand Prizes offered. 
 

There was no other business. 
 

The Ordinary General Meeting was closed by president Bruno Crevato-Selvaggi at 11:40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruno Crevato-Selvaggi       S. Kahn 

President         Secretary-General 

 


